West Cornwall Diversity Network

Dates/events of cultural or religious significance in March and April for communities in Cornwall:

Monday 1st March 

St Davids Day patron saint of Wales

St Pirans Day
Friday 5th March 2010 - 

Mothering Sunday

14th March 2010

St Patricks Day Patron Saint of Ireland

17th March 2010

28th March 2010 British Summertime begins

23rd April St Georges Day Patron Saint of England

This link has much more detailed information in the form of an Interfaith Calender
Major Religious Festivals:

Baha’i

2nd March

Nineteen Day Fast (start)
Ends 20 March. During this period Baha'is go without food or drink from sunrise to sunset.

21st March

Naw-Ruz
Baha'i New Year

21st April

Ridvan - first day
The start of a 12 day festival when Baha'is celebrate the day when Baha'u'llah said that he was the prophet predicted by the Bab. The most important Baha'I festival.

29th April

Ridvan - ninth day
Marks the arrival of Baha'u'llah's family at the Ridvan garden.

Buddist

30th March

Magha Puja

The second most important festival when Buddha predicted his death and recited his teaching and code of discipline

8th April

Hana Matsuri – Flower Festival

Buddha Shakyamuni’s birthday

28th April

Therevanda – New Year starts on the first full moon day in April

Christian

This link now shows the dates for all major Christian festivals until 2014!

25th March

Annunciation
Marks the angel Gabriel's message to the Virgin Mary that she would give birth to the incarnation of Christ. It also celebrates the incarnation itself as the date falls 9 months before Christmas.

28th March

Palm Sunday
Christian celebration of the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The day begins Holy Week. It is observed by worship celebrations and parades using palm branches. 

1st April

Maunday Thursday

Reflecting on the Last Supper when Jesus celebrated the Passover meal

2nd April 2010

Good Friday

Commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus, although a sombre day it’s called ‘good’ as it is the ultimate example of Gods sacfifice.

3rd April

Holy Saturday

A day of vigil culminating in the feast of resurrection.

4th April 2010

Easter Sunday

The most important festival in the Christian year as it celebrates the resurrection of Jesus

Hindu

1st March

HOLI – A colourful festival celebrating the death of the DEMON OF WINTER, with bonfires and coloured water fights!

16th March  VIKRAM SAMVAT 2067 Hindi New Year

also

CHAITRA NARVRATI – a nine night festival coinciding with a waxing moon phase.

24th March RAMA NAVAMI

celebrating the birthday of Lord Rama, the seventh incarnation of Vishnu.

29th March 

Hanuman Jayanti – birth of Hanuman the monkey warrier and their symbol of strength and energy.

Islam

3rd March

Milad un Nabi (Shia)
Birthday of the Prophet Muhammad. Sunni Muslims celebrate this 5 days earlier. Some Muslims do not approve of celebrating the birthday, and regard doing so as a religious innovation.

Judaism

30th to 31st March the start of Passover
Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) is celebrated to commemorate the liberation of the Children of Israel who were led out of Egypt by Moses. It is a major eight day festival. A highlight is the Seder meal held in each family's home at the beginning of the festival, when the story of their deliverance is recounted as narrated in the Haggadah (the Telling, the Story). 

5th 6th April the end of Passover

11th April 

Yom Hashoah
The Jewish Holocaust Memorial Day. The date is chosen as the closest date (in the Jewish calendar) to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

19th April 

Yom Ha'atzmaut

Israel's Independence Day
Pagan

March 20th/21st
Eoster Spring Equinox - This is a solar festival – marking one of the points in the year when hours of light and darkness are equal. From this point the light is overcoming the darkness.

April 30th/May 1st
Beltane – this is where summer really begins. Life is vibrant everywhere. We think of May Blossom, May Day traditions and May-pole dancing. The crowning of the May Queen as a symbol of the young Goddess. The May-pole - a symbol of the God - the weaving of the ribbons by the dancers represents His fertility. 

RasTafari

21st April

Anniversary of Haile Selassie's visit to Jamaica
Marks the date Haile Selassie I visited Jamaica in 1966. Haile Selassie was the Emperor of Ethiopia. Rastas believe Haile Selassie is God, and that he will return to Africa members of the black community who are living in exile.

Sikh

11th March 

Hola Mahalla – Festival of martial arts

14th March

Nanakshahi – Sikh New Year

The Sikh calender is taken from the name GURU NANAK, the man that founded Sikhism. 2010 in gregorian is 541 in Nanakshahi calender. It is the first day of Chet (first month of Sikh year) amnd always falls oin 14th March.

14th April 

Baisakhi – Harvest Festival of North India and beginning of Solar year and representing the founding of Khalsa a Sikh brotherhood, it always falls on the 14th April and is also the Hindu New Year in North India

Note: this is by no means an exhaustive list and if anyone feels excluded please email me at:

16483@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk and I can add your info to future listings.
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